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A Colledion of | the ſeveral Petitions MM 
ef the Counties, Boroaghs, & c. preſented | 

to the Houſe of Commons, complaining of ii 

the great Miſeries the Nation labours un- | 

der hy the great Decay of Trade, Mana- | 
; 


fattares, and Publick Credit, occaſion'd 
by the Miſmanagements of the late Di- 


eee | 

| 7 f Log 2 f a WW «14 7 * 1. 2 | , if | 
To the Honourable the Commons of Great. Britain in Par: | 
| liament aſſembled. | 2 R 


* he Humble Petition of the Lord Mayor, Aldermen and 
| Commons of the City of London, in Common Council 
A 


SHEWETH, or V 9 
H A T your Petitioners think it their Duty moſt hum- 1 
bly to repreſent to this Honourable Houſe the pre- 

ent State of the City of London, ſo conſiderable a Part of 

he Kingdom, now fill'd with numberleſs Objects of Grief 
nd Compaſſion, the ſad Effects of the Miſmanagements, 
\varice, and fatal Contrivances of the late Direſtors of the 
outh-Sea Company, their Aiders, - Abetters and Confede- 
lerates, in the Deſtruction of their Count 7x. 
Nor is it the Caſe of this Great City alone your Petiti- 
ners la ment, but the General Decay of Trade, Manafac- 
ures, and of Publick Credit, whereof this Honourable 
ouſe have been always fo extreamly tender; as alſo of the 
onour of the Britiſh Name and Nation. 

Your Petitioners beg Leave to return their moſt humble 

hanks to this Honourable * for the great Pains 4 

| | ve 


FEE RM 4 


1 e | | 1 2 , . * 
Thave taken to relieve the uohnppy Sufferers, by compellth p 
the Offenders to make Reſtitution; as likewiſe for thei 
eontinued Application to lay open the whole Scene of Guilt 
notwithſtanding the induſtrious Artifices of ſuch Sharers i 
the common Plurder, as have endeavour'd to obſtruct the 
Detection of Fraud and Corruption. And your Petitioners 
daubt not, but the ſame Fortitude, Impartiality, and Pub 
lick Spirit, wherewith this Honourable Houſe have hitherte 
acted, will till animate them in the Purſuit of thoſe trul; 
Great and Noble Ends. | 3 bt 

We are too ſerſibhle of the Load of the Publick Debts 
not to willy that all proper Methods may be taken to leſſen 
Them: And it is an infinite Concern to us, that the Pay 


ment of a great Sum towards them (which was expe&edf 


from the late Scheme) is now rendered extremely difficult 
if not impracticable; and yet is a Clond hanging over the 
Heads of the preſent : unforiunate Proprietors of the South 
Sea Company, and a great Damp to Publick Credit 
We- will not preſume to mention in what Manner Relief 
may be given in this arducus Affair, but moſt humbly ſub 
mit it to the Conſideration of this-Honourable Houſe, - 
Tur Petiticners therefore moſt hymbly pray this Hinourabl 
Houſe will be pleas'd to take ſuch fartber Meaſures a 
; They, . 3n their great Wiſdom, ſhall judge proper, that 
Trade may ee publick Credit be reſtired, and Fuſlice 
done to an Injured People. | 1 | 
And your Petitioners ſhall pray, &e. 


To the Honourable the Commons of Great-Britzin in Par 
_ liament aſſembled. 


The humble Petition of the Chief Burgeſſes and Burgeſſes 
© Aſſiſtants, Grand- Jury, and many ef the Inhabitants of 
the City and Liberty of Weſtminfter ; on the Behalf of 
_. themſelves and the reſt of the Inhabitants ef that ſas 
City and Liberty, | p 
.  SHEWETLH, | 
HAT your Petitioners are deeply affected with the 


. 


1 Calamity brought upon the Inhabitants of this Cit 
and upon the Nation in general, by the wicked Executic 
he late South-Sea Scheme, and in a particular marn: 
ney t kink it their Duty to repreſent to this 7 
. | on 


ouſe, the great: e which,, the Subſcribing Pro- 
prictors of. the Publick, and eſpecially the Redesmable 
Debts, pow lie under, to the ruin of very great Numbers 
ol the Trading Inhabitants of this City. | 


| Your Petitioners return their moſt bumble Thanks to this 


Y Honourable | Houſe, for the Progreſs . hitherto made, in 


Diſcovering and Puniſhing the Authors of this General Di- 


A ſtreſs; notwithſtanding the Artifizes. which have been uſed 
Ito prevent and Obſtruct the ſame. * | 


And your Petitioners moſt humbly pray, that this Hon- 
curable ' Houſe will proceed with the ſame true Briigſh Zeal. 
and Spirit, which hath hitherto appear'd, until effectual 
Juſtice be done to ag injur'd Nation, and Reparation made 
to the unhappy. Sufferers, in the moſt equitable Manner, to 
the reſtoring of publick Credit, and the Trade of this 


4 . 
King dam. . 
_ ” \ 3%; 


Aud gur Petitioners al pray, & e. 


To the Honourable the Commons of Grcat- Britain in 
Tis Parliament aſſembled. 70 


The bumble. Petition of the. Meer  Bayliffs and Burg:(ſes 
| of the Beroug h of Las eg 


©» 8 
T* HAT tho' by indulgert Providence your Petitiavers 
dre clear of South-Sea Projects, and neither tainted,, 


- ? 
4 


with the Guilt. of contrivirg, nor hurt by giving Credit to 


the 1:te curſed Impcſtares ; yet. we are Sharers in the Na- 
tional Calamity, Which involves all, the wicked Authors _ 
only excepted ; whoſe. ſucceſsfn] Crimes bave xais'd them 
above the Reach of ordinary Jullice,.and leſt them nothing. 
to fear, or us to hope, but from the Legiſlative Power. 
Wich utmoſt Reſig nation therefore to the Juſtice, and Wiß- 
dom of this Honourable Houle, our moſt deplorable State .- 
ahd: Condition. is repreſented. OE EG. 
No ſooner had the South-Sea Directors, and the vile Emiſ- 
ſaries they detatch'd- over the Kingdom, (to propagate Lies 
and Forgeries) ſo impoſed upon the hone(t 1 People, ; 
as ta draw all their ready Money, and Treafure into their 

infam us Hands, but we ſaw Trade inſtartly ſtruck dead, 

our Marufactures diſregarded, our combed Wool (once the 

Staple and Glory of our induſtrious Corporation) lie neg- 

lected in our Work-Houſes, our Poor enereaſing for want of 
| B 2 Employ: 


>. 
————— —— - - — — 


„ — ll 


1 (4) 
Employment; many who chearfully paid Taxes toward. 
ſapporting our” happy Government reduc'd by want of To th 
Trade to a miſerable Exemption from them. 
Ard as if theſe did not amount to a ſuſkeient Meaſure off. 
Doeiz, we arealarm'd' with yet more to eome, and-threatned The bh: 
| that the ſole Relief to an almo(F deſpairing People, the-ſingle | J 
| Recbmperice for all their Sufferirgs;: ſhall be attempred-to Lu 
be wreſted from them, viz. the Severi Millions due by Con- - 277 
tract from the South. Sea Company towards Payment of pab- 
lick Debes, ard relaxing part of thofe Taxes- which the Peo- 
ple have long born, and now weaken'd and impoveriſh'd by 
South-Sea Schemes are unzhle to ſuſtain, ſhall be ſactifced 
to that Company, to raiſe high again theit fatal Credit, re- 
vive Stock Jobbing, and pour out the laſt Drops of the Na- 
tion's Blood to be nick d up by Canribals of Cliapge-Alley. I 
Such a Project (were it poſſible it could ſucceed )) or con · W. 
firmiog perpetual Debts, Mortgages and Taxes, upon a the I; 
Se ve deploring already their hard Fate under unde ſerved and 
Miferies, would give (we humbly apprebendy an incurable | their 
= Wound to T1ade and National Credit, heighten their Griefs jury 
=_ into Deſpair, ſhock their ſteady Affectiors to this good Go- their 
= vernmert, and 4nimate its Enemies to farther Attempts. and! 
But under the Protection of ſo Juſt and Wiſe a Parlia- the | 
| meat, the Scourge of wicked Avarice, we bave rothing to | V 
|» Hear from ſuch wild deſtructive Schemes, and nothing to Ye 
Petition for, but that this Honourable Houſe would proceed | Leut 
| with the Spirit and Juſtice they have begun, to difappoite || Suff 
| every miſchievous Enterprize and ayaricious Defign, and : 
bring to coridign Puniſhment all who ſhall be found conſpi- will 
| ring to enrich theinfelyes by the urdoing of their Country. | 
Do ſhall Publick Faith and Credit be re-eſtabliſt'd on | 
| their Fonridatiors, Juſtice atd ſtrict Obſervance of Con- ; 
tracks; honeſt Trade, releaſed from heavy Impoſitions, which theit 
have ſo long deprefed' it, raiſe its Head, 85 contend with * 
Suctefs agafnſt its Kmviſh, Rival Stock-Jobbing, Poverty, Vis 
and with it Diſcontent. vaniſh 3 our Gracious Sovereign 


King George Reign over an once more profperous and happy Pun 
2 as able as willing by large Supplies to promote both be e 

his Majeſty's Glory and Safety. Ly vinks _ 
e he rue, lan Pry, ae. din 
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To the Honourable the Commons of Great-Pritain, in , 


...- | Parliament aſlembled.. 


The 242 ble. Petition of the Juſtices of the Peace, | Grand-' 1 
J, Genen, and Free hol lers, aſſembled at the 
Quarter: Seſſions of the Peace holden the 17th of April 


1721, for the County of Hertford : 


SHEWETH, | 
HA your Petitioners being truly. ſenſible of their 
1 Happineſs under the beſt of Conſtitutioes, beg Leave 
(among other of their Fellow- Subjects) to lay before this 
Honourable Houſe the great Miſerics they labour under by 
the Decay of Trade, Marufacures, and Publick Credit. 
We are amazed to think to what an extravagant He'ghth 
the late Dire&ors of the South-Sea Company, their Aiders 
and Confederates, had fatally wrought up the Credit of 
their Stöck by their wicked Arts and Deluſions, to the In- 
Jury of the Publick, as if purpoſ-ly deſigned to deſtroy 
their Country, and, under a pretended Zeal to his Majeſty 
and his Family, to lay ſuch a Foundation of Prejudice, by 
the Poyerty. of the People, as ſhould. even ſtigger. thoſe 
whofe Loyalty has been ever moſt conſpicuous. OR" 
Your Petitioners having a juſt Senſe of the earneſt Endea - 
yours of this Honourable Houſe to relieve . the unhappy 
Sufferers thereby, are parſuaded that the ſubtle Centrivance 
of thoſe who juſtly dread the Diſcovery of their Guilt, 
will at length be defeated by the Courage and Reſolutiop 
of this Honourable Houſ: ;, and that the Secret Springs of 
ſuch who concurred with the Directors in thoſe Deſigas 
will be made appear, ard laid before the whole World, to 
theit utter Contuſion. | A | 79 70 
Your Petitioners are perſuaded, from the Firmneſs and 
Vigour of this Honourable Houſe, that no Difficulties will 
obſtruct the Glorious Step they are purſuing, to bring to 
Puniſhment the Authors ot all this Miſery, let the Offenders 
be ever ſo :diltinguiſhed by the Greatneſs, of their Statiors.z 


©. 


and as their Crimes are of the bleckeſt Dye, (even a deter- 


mined Reſolution to deſtroy this ence moſt flouriſhing King- 
dom) ſo we hope, from the juſtice of this Honourable Houle, 
ſuch Examples will be made, as ſhall free us from the Ter- 
ror of ſuch Apprehenſions for the future. 01 | 


4 D 


nan immediate 


(60) | 
We are too freely affected with the great Debt the Nation V 
labours under, not heartily to wiſh alf proper Methods were gethi 
" Found ont to leſſen tht ume A een c p bf the I Brou 
South Sea Company, (upon which our Ho s were. built for and 
8 Relief conliderabſe Jun ) has proyet | f 
Abortive, by the Avarice of the late Managers thereof, fo | ß 
we fear the Conſequente of infiſting upon that Contract with | To 
the South-Sea Company, towards the Diſchirging of the | 
Publick Debts, would be the Loſs of the little Credit that 


2 Your Petitioners, in fun Confidence of the Wiſdom of KR 
ttzis Henguradle Houſe, molt humbly pray, that no Se 
. _ i Artifices wharſoever-miay be able do divert you from 5 
+ _-. theſe juſt Meaſitres which you are taking to reſtore || 
Publick Credit, make Trade fovirith, an do Juſtice 
to a moſt injured Nation. | | 
Was avg And Jour Petitioners ſhall ever Pray, &c- 


To the Honourable the | Combloxs'sf Great-Btitaln in Par- 


„ - > i 7 van c 1 
., *," - _ . lament aſſembled. 


The Petition of the Meyn Alder ment; Recorder, Fuſtices of | this 1 


te Peuce, Gentlemen," and yrimtipal Inhabitants of the || Aout 


SHEWETH, 4 


FHAT we canner without the deepeſt Concern, lay 
1 before this Honourable Houfe.the many aßd great in 
Cahmities brought upon this whole Kingdom, by the ill ies 4 
Management, treacherous Copduct, and ſordid Practices of I forta! 
the late 'Sputh+Sex Directors; To ſee daily the Miſeries, p18 

And to hear the lamentable Complaints and pitiful Cries of Ye 
Thoaſands of our Countrymen, and fellow Sufferers, cannot I the] 
But ſtrike Compaſſion in the moſt obdurate Hearts; eſpe- ÞÞ prop 
cially when ſuch numberleſs Objects owe their preſent Di- thoſe 
Nrefs, to the boundleſs Ayarice of priping Sycophants, and I kers 
'Knaviſh Invaders, who by their falſe, Cunning have betray'd FE doub 
an unwary People, into Poverty, Ruin, and Deſtruction, I take { 
<ontrary_ to the Truſt with them repogd. | any o 
The Pains which this Hoteurable Houſe have already I ſerye: 
taken, in detecting the vile and wicked Practices of thele & W 
Proffigate Wretches, claim our humbleſt Thanks, not doubt- 
ing but you will gloriouſly purſue and puniſh, what you 
aye lo happily begun, and hitherto proſperouſly car- 
xd or wil Vie Ne 


We hanibly pray, that the fuid South Sex Director, to? 

gether, with their Abetters and U obs 
Fob he to condigd Punſſhment; that juſtice ay be 4 *r 
_ ee made to ar in jut ahd abus'd Nation. 
And our Petittaters all Fray, St, 


To ths Honourable the 'Cominotis of Great-Britain 11 
Parliament Aſſembled. 


The Humble Petition of the G rand d Ty, Freebolders a4 4 
 thers, met at the Quarter 'S$ eld) or the” County of 
Somerſet the bY Ve of Apr ri, 720 t venth Year 7 af 
preſent Majeſt bis eign, on 42 If of themſelves, and ma. 
0 Thou apds raders and miele of the 4 ame N 


SHE WET H, 
2 5 your Petitioners eg with the Univerſit 
8 brought . the Nation in No ages by the 


Such i. is the 1 wy our - Trades that our Woollen Ma- 
nutactures the Riches and Support of the Kingdom, but ot 
this County in particular, are 11 a manner intirely laid down, 


ard. many Subſt l. nd _.\ Wealthy Families are reduo d 
Bine WD Af ptia gn * 
L 


95 of 155 1 5 . who we ae to 0 a ae 
ortable Subfi 4 F-an Is e ſeveral Im- 
1 85 of 3 f 1 RE! 


44 3% 


thoſe who 3 get» aire to be ARors in of parta- 


kers of this qo es. of oY: — 26 Petitioners 
doubt «ale e 1 bee Will sver- 
take ſuch 1 17 toc S 43 5 ice to Serene 
wy of thoſe gr pers, from chat Mt Wb 


Ive and due Fe ae! W 


We are too ſenſi is of the great, Load of the publick Debts 
which hings as. a Cloud over the. publick Intereſt and Trade 


Methods ſhould be taken to leſſen them, wherejore your Pe- 


of this Nation, not to be £xt — y ſallicitous whos t all proper 
x 


(68) | 

© titioners are filled with Joy to {ce that ro Attempt has been 11 
made out ot a Compaſſion te any private or N Body gut 
of Men, to remit the Payment of .the Sums ſtipulated by the ¶ and 

kts Act, and . appropriated to the Diſcharge of ſo. great a nere 
Part of the Publick Burthen.. „ do the! 
Yout Petitioners doubt not but the ſame Fortitude and |} gf , 
Publick Spirit, -wherewich this Honourable Houſe has || vg 
hitherto ated, will ſtill animate them in thoſe other arduous to o 
Affairs which may come before them; and that none of thoſe ¶ on p, 
Benefits and Securities in Trade. which remain to us (being and 4 
the very Life of the Nation)ſhall be given up or Proſtrate 
| wks private Intereſt of Advantage, but that ſuch farther Honc 
advantages ſhall be obtained for us as are naturally to be Ende: 
expeaed from thoſe heavy Taxes we bave continually paid, Diſtre 
and from the Great Influence which the Succeſs of his Ma- meaſu 
jeſty's Arms, and the Wiſdom of his Councils, have Intituled ho a 
this Nation to, in the Affairs of Europe. | then 
Your Petitioners therefore moſt humbly pray this Honou- rom 

, Table Houſe will be pleaſed to take ſuch Meaſures as Bthe co 

_ they in their great Wiſdom ſhall judge proper, that ing th 
Trade may flouriſh, Publick Credit be reſtored, and IMiſtal 


" Tuſtice done to an Injured People oy : 
952 . F 3 nd your -— TREES Hall pray Cc. rs 
TING 1 1 The 
To the Honcurable the Commons of Great Britain in Par- ue Lo 
pe 5 | liament Aſſembled. ed the 


Th: humble Petition of the Juſtices of the Peace, Grand. Jury, 

"Clergy. Gentlemen, and Freeholders of the County of Kort, 

dA theGeneralQuarter-Sefſuns of the Peace, holden. at Maid- 

one, in, and fer the ſaid County of Kent; on Tueſday the 

. Eighteenth Day of April, in the 7th Tear ef the Reign of 
our Sovereign Lord GEORGE, by the Grace of Gid, of 
Great Britain, France, and Ireland, King, Defender e 
the Faith, &c. | | 


TD HAT che County of Kent, lately one of the Richeſt 
I and moſt Flouriſbing in the Kingdom, is at preſent, 
by the execrable Fraud of the late Wicked South-Sea DireR- 

ors, and their more Wicked Accomplices, reduced to a'moſt 
unhappy Condition, which your Petitioners beg leave te 
Repreſent to this Honourable Houſe, which hath alwa) 


been ready to hear the Voice of an Injur'd People, and fully 


ef their Enemies. It 


(97 

It is wich the utmoſt Indignation, that we ſee this Ho- 
nourable Houſe ſtruggling: with unexpected Oppoſition ; 
and labouring under unaccountahle Difficulties ; and we can 
never ſufficiemtly expreſs our Reſentment, when we behold 
the King of Great-Britain, in vain demanding the Perſon 
of a Man, inconſiderable for every Thing except his Crimes, 
who av he was, no doubt, prevail'd on to fly his Country, 
to obſtruct Jaftice upon Greater Offenders, is ſtill deny d 
on Pretences too weak to give ſatisfaction to ſo wiſe a Prince 
and ſo· diſcerning a People. | $277 

We ſhould be very much wahting, in Gratitude to this 
Honourable Houſe, if we had not the deepeſt Seriz of the 
Endeavours they have aſed to relieve us under our preſent 
Diſtreſs; Happy ! if-thoſe endeayours had not been in ſome 
meaſure, obſtru&ed by the Contrivance of thoſe Miſcreants, 
who as they have Art enough to cover their Iniquity, flatter 
themſelves, that they have Power ſufficient to be Skreen'd 
from Jaſtice. But we doubt not, this Honeurable Houſe, 
the conſtant Guardian of our Rights, will think it becom- 
Ing their Great Wiſdom to ſhew thoſe Conſpirators their 
Miſtake who vainly imagin, that hy thus Plundering their 
Fellow · Subjects; They have fo far weakned them, as to ren« 
der their very Reſentments impotent and iceffestual. | 

The City of London have fo fully expreſs'd our Senſe of 
he Loud oFPublick Debts, and of the Manner of being ea- 


4 therefrom), that to ſay more, would be! a vain and uſe+ 


1 is Honourable Houſe their 
m the great Decay of their Trade in common with the reſt. - - 


es Repetition, 

And therefore, | 

For our ſpeedy and effeRual Relief (entirely de- 
pending on your wiſe /andJuſt Deliberatiors. ) - : 

* © Tow? Humble Potitiontrs ſball ever Pray. 

o the Honourable the Cotthmots of Great-Britair in Par- 
g 5 liament aſſembled. 00 1 
N 1. oo tr 


4 


be humble Petition of the Mayor, Jurates, and Commons 
2 of the King's Town of Maidſtone, in the County 
of Kent, x 1 9970 of 


* 
: 
4 


« 
* . 
x 


| SHEWET H, LEN 

HAT your Petitioners are under a Neceſſity of beg- 
ging Leave, with the deepeſt Concern, to repreſent to 
reſent miſerable Condition 


* 2 


W Lo 


(10) . 

of this Kingdom; by the languiſhing State of Publick 
Credit, occaſion'd by the Infamous Practices of the late 
South · Sea Directors, the more fatal as they were the artful 
Contrivance of them, j intly with Perſons in higher Stations, 
to plunder the Nation, and enrich themfelves by the Ruin 
of their Fellow - Subjects; by which Means ſuch a Stop 
hath been put to the Circulation oi Money, that at this 


time eſpecially, when the Duty of Hops (the great Commo- | 


dity of theſe Parts) is calPd for the Payment of it, it will 
be attended with ſo much Difficulty and Hardſhip, that 
many Families thereby will be render'd deſtitute of, 
almoſt, a neceſſary Subſiſtence. 

Your Petitioners cannot but with Aſtoniſhment and Dete- 
ſtation, ſee the Indolence of ſome at the impending Danger 
of their Country, and at the ſame time, with irfirite Satis- 
faction, obſerve the great Care you have been pleas'd to take, 
in ſummoning up all your Members at this dangercus 
JunRure ; and as our Relief depends intirely upon the wiſe 
and juſt Deliberations of this Honourable Houſe, ſo we are 


in Duty bound to return our moſt humble Tharks for theic | 


having already exerted themſelyes, in endeavouring to bring 
te Juſtice the more open and declar'd Enemies of thcir Coun- 
try : And your Petitioners doubt not but the ſame Noble 
Spirit and Publick Zeal will animate you for the further de- 
teRing and proſecuting all Perſons, in whatever Station they 
may be plac'd, who by their deſtructive Counſels, fatal Aid, 
and inſatiable Avarice, have ſo greatly impoveriſh'd this 
Diſtreſſed Nation. ; 

Me are perfectly ſenſible of the Load of Publick Debts, 
and truly thankful for your Endeavours to disburthen us 
therefrom 3 but at ths ſame Time think it eur Duty to de- 
clare, that we cannot conceive we have any Reaſon to ex- 
pect to be eas'd by the Calamity of our Fellow-Suhjz*&s ; 
But herein your Petitioners moſt humbly ſubmit themielve: 
to your great Wiſdom. And Pray, 

That this Honourable Houſe will take ſuch further Mea 
ſures, as will be eff: ual for your Petitioners Relief, and 
way render this, once more, a Happy and Flouriſhing Kirg 
dom at Home; and Great and Conſiderable Abrogd. 

= And your Pętitioners foal, &e. 


ble H. 


ick 
ate 
ful 
ons, 
uin 
top 
this 
mo- 
will 
that 
of, 


ct. 
nger 
atis- 
take, 
ereus 
wiſe 
> ATC 
their 
bring 
-ouUn- 
Joble 
r de- 
they 
Aid, 
d this 


Debts, 
nen us 
to de- 
o ex- 
je cts; 
nielves 


* Mea 


, and 


Kirg 
&e. 


(11) 


To the Honourable the Commentiof Great Britain, in Par. 
| \ » liament Aſſembled. EY ; 


The Humble Petition of the Juſtices of the Peace, Gentle- 
men of the Grand Fury, and other —— . 
at the General Quarter Seſſions of the Peace, and Goal 
Delivery, held for the Liberty of St. Alban, in the County 
of Hertford, the 2cth of April 1721, 


SHEWETH, Ns MAP 
HAT the great decay of Trade and Credit, and the 
unſpeakable Deſolation of their Country, by the late 

South Sea Directors, their Agents, and Abettors, will not 
ſuffer them to be ſilent, whilſt: they ſee the deteſtable Au- 
thors of their Miſery, remain unpuniſhed, and Thouſands 
of honeſt Famiiies, daily overwhelm'd with Ruin; It is 
therefore with Joy and Thankfulnels they bebold the Inde - 
fatigable Labour, Care, and Pains of the Honourable Houſe 


of Commons, to reſtore Credit, _ relieve the unhappy Suf- 


terers, and to take Vengeance upon the Betrayers and Plun- 
derers of their Country, notwithſtanding all the ſecret and 
oxen Oppoſition of thoſe who would skreen them from 
Juſtice. 1 

They doubt not, but wizh redoubled Zeal, this Honoura- 
ble Houſe will demand the Perſon ef Mr. Knight, and 
thoroughly Examice, and make known the whole My ſtery 
of Iniquity, and that all Delinquents, of what Name, Birth, 
or Quality feeyer'ſhal] be detected, expoſed, and compe lled 
to make Reſtitutionz ror ſhall we ever believe, chat the 
States of Brabant (who durſt not reclaim, when there appre- 
hended, our late Recciver General who fled from Juſtice) 
will ever preſume to detain any Perſon demanded by the 
King and' Parliament of Great Britain. | 

We alſo beg leave humbly to {ſubmit it to your great Wiſ⸗ 
dom, in what manner to relieve a poor unhappy People, 
trom a Sum, which the late DireQors-(fluſh'd with Villany, 
eager upon prey, and ſeeking whom they might devour ) 
Contracted to give: the Payment of which we humbly ap- 
prehend tb be as impraRicable as the Scheme for which it 
was given. f ä 

The Nation hath been greatly wrong'd, and demands 


T@p:<dy and exemplary Juſtice ; ard for chat, as well as other 


*uzpoles, have their Eyes fixed upon you, their Reprezerta- 


tives 
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tives, that you will continue and increafe your Zeal for your 
injured Coustry, that a Brave, and lately a Wealthy 'Pea- 
ple, may not become deſpicable'.to:the-whole Earth. Thus 
will you continue gloriouſly to Execute the Truſt repoſed in 
you, and the Generations to come ſhall call eu Bleſſed; 
And your Petitioners, as in Duty bound, ſball ever Pray, Oc. 


To the Honourable the Commons.of Great-Britain in Par - 


The Humble Petition of the Mayor and Burgeſſes of the Town 
© _ of Nottingham in Common Coanctt aſſembl ddt. 


I SHEWETH, = A 
HAT your Petitioners think themſelves obliged to lay 
before this Honeurable Houſe the deep Senſe they have 
the preſent Calamities brought upon the Nation, through 
the bountlleſs Ambition and Avarice of the late South - Sea 
Directors, their Conſederates and Aſſiſtants; who, by a con- 
tinued Series of unparallell'd Contrivances and. Practices, 
have involv4 their Native Country in Ruin and Deſtruſtion. 
That this Aneient Corporation, long Famous for the Ma- 
ruſacturing of Engliſ Wool, here with not only our own 
but Foreign Markets were ſupplied, do now feel the fatal 
Effects of their Miſmanagement in the Lofles they haye 
ſuſtaimd, in the Decay of their Trade and Publick Credit. 
That your Petitioners do, with all imaginable Gratitude, 
humbly acknowledge the ardent Zeal this Honourable Houſe 
ba ve manifeſted, by an impartial Enquiry'into this Myſtery 
of Iniquity, and inceflant Endeavours for the Relief of op- 
preſs'd Sufferers, notwithſtanding all the Artifices made uſe 
of to obſtru& their Procedure, for the obtaiving thoſe juſt 
and noble -Endsdefigy'd thereby, © F 
That Divine Providence hath removed ſome. of the Act- 
ors in this black Tragedy, and Sharers of the Spoils of their 
Fellow Subjects, beyond the Reach of Human Power; but 
their Eſtates are teſt behind, and your Petitioners do; with 
great Satisfaction, corfide in the Jufltice and Wiſdom of this 
Honourable Houſe, to compleat the Great Work, they have 
with ſo much Honour, Courage and Impartiality, begun and 
pur ſued, in order to compel notorious Criminals to make a 
Reſtitution for the Relief of the prefent unhappy Proprie- 
tors of the South-Sea Company, as ample and exteniiye . 
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1 3 * 
the many Inſtances of Diſcovery, and the Qualities of the 
Perſors concern'd will permit, 
Thus Your, Petitiorers therefore do, with the greateſt Deference 


dd in and Submiſſion, pray the Corſideration of this Honour- 
2 able Houſe with reſpect to that Part of the South-Sca 
'&c, Scheme which relates ta the Publik Debts of the Na+ 
| tion, and other the Premiſl.s, in order to revive our 
par- larguiſhing Trade; to reſt re Publick Credit; to re- 

move the Diſcortents; and as far as is ptacticable, ſi- 
lence the Complaints of an iojur'd Nation, by tuc: 
wi Ways and Methods as they in their Great Wildo.n 


— ſhall ſee meet. LR 
And year Tetiti:nzrs ſhall ever pray, &c, 


To the Honourable the Commons of Great- Britain in Pa r- 
| liament aſlembled. 


mga The Humble Petition of the Mayr, Sheriffs, Citizens, ad 


con- Commonalties of the Ancient City of Linculr, 
or? | SHEWETH, _ - a 
Ma- HAT the General Calamity of this Nation, by th: 
own want of Trade, Loſs ot Publick Credit, ard the 


fatal Scarcity of Money, attended with the. Lamentable Com- 
have | Plaints of a vaſt Number of ſafferirg Pertors, cecaſion d by 
Ait. che frauduledt Practices of the Ite-Dir: ctors and Managers 
ade. ot the South-Sea Company, obliges us, the Cor poratin of 
Lincoln, io Conjunction with other Bodies Corporate of 
ſtery this Kingdom to lay before this Honourable Hcuſz the me- 
Fop- lanchelly Concern we lye under, and ho v ſenſible we are of 
uſe chat notorious Scheme of Roguery and Deceit of a Body of 
Juſt Men join'd together in ſuch a pe:ni-ious Deſign, that had 
almoſt tended tu the Ruin of this onze flou;iſhing Kirglom, 

Ad. which is not to be parallel'd in our ancient Hiſtori:s, and 
heir Þad it not been prevented by the vigilant Care and In 
bur | ſpection of this Honourable Houſe, it muſt have ended in 
with the Ruin and Poverty of the Peop'e of Great-Britain. And 
this as we of this City, being in the middle of a Country roted 
have for the great Product of Wooll, and of a conſiderable Trade 
and formerly therein, ſo we are more immediately affected by 
ve a its great Loſs in our Wooll Trade, which was the Grand 
orie Support of the Eſtates of th: (aid County. Mhberehne, we 
> as the 1.id Corpor..tion, do with all Huimitity,. lay all heſe 
a | , | | „Gri. va C'S 


„ 


2 


A 

Grievances before this Honourable Hauſe, who only and 
properly are capable of Relieving the Suffering Subjects of 
this Realm, and as they have happily and ſueceſs fully under- 
taken the Diſcovery of the Secret and miſchievous Machi- 
nations of the South-Sea Company, ſo we may with reaſo- 
nabe Aſſurance, believe that the Juſtice and Wiſdom of 
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ſo not. 
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this Honourahle Houſe will compleat the great and glorious ive 
Work, by making a thorough Inquiry into, and fully diſco- . We 
vering all the Springs and Branches of theſe evil Practices ee th 
ard Cheats put upon the Whole Nation, and take ſuch et- ſlaying 
fectual Care to pan all Offenders; Aiders and Abettors, hope 
in grand and wicked Undertakings, and to give the Subjects try. 
of Great · Britain a Recompence an isfaction out of the full D 
Eſtates and Effects of all thoſe Perſons that were join 'd in, Nhe tal 
or privy to, the Fraudulent Combination aforefaid : And tte G 
Your Petitioners do ſubmit all the ſaid Matters to the wiſe Ti: 
Conſideration of this Honourable Houſe, and pray, that Neat 
{ach prudent Meaſures may in due Time be taken, as miy £*9r0% 
<eff:ually repair the Rigdoms Lo ſes and Credit, whereby Pe deſ 
this Nation may again hold up its drooping Head, and f San 
with thankful Hearts and Voices acknowledge ths great and En it 
wonderful Care and Relief that this Honourable Houſe has hich 
had and made for all the People of theſe united Kingdoms, jt 8. 
-which will perpetuate the glorions Remembrance thereof to We 
tuture Ages. 5 | | be P. 
: And your Petitioners ſhall ever Pray, &c. 


Fo the Honourable -the Commons of Great-Britain 'in 
Parlament aſſembled. 
The Humbte Petition of tbe" Bailiffs, Town-Clerk, Cipital 


Hurgeſſes, and other the Inhabitants of the ancient Town 
- cf Tamworth, itt the Counties of Warwick and Stafford, 


IE WEIS. 1-47 4 7 219) J_- 
HAT your Petiti/ ners beg Leave to repreſent the 
1 Diſtreſſed Condition of the Cloth Manu actures of 
this Place, reduced (by the Decay - of Trade, the wart of 
Vent for their Commodities, and of Employ fir:themſelves, 
the heavy Bur: hen of Taxes, and à Searcity of Specie never 
| known/before) to Hardſhips from wich they hoped that an 
| Horeſt Indulry might have preſerved them, and to a Neꝛtſ- 

1 y of applyirg't» this Honourable Hauſe for Relief. 

Mat have been the Cauſ:s of. theſe Evils is more proper 
for 


(15) 
far.the. Enquiry of this Honourable Hau ſe; but there is one 
ſo notorious that we can't avoid. complaining of the de- 


. MruRiveneſs.. and ſcandalous corrupt Management of the 
i- Pouth-Sea Scheme, to the Ruin of the Publick, as well as 
private Credit, the Impoveriſhment of an ir finite Number 


dt Perſons, and the bringing down upon üs the moſt exten- 
ve Calamity: that ever befel a Nation. "wh | 
We haye bowever ſome Comfort even in our Miſery, to 
ee the Enquiry of this Honourable Houſf᷑ is engaged,” for 
aying open that dark Scene of Iniquity, 'and_cannit but 
hope that the ſame Publick Spirit and Love of their Coun- 
ry, which has begun this Erquiry, will carry it on to 2 
ull Diſcovery of the Source of all our Grievances, and to 
he taking exemplary Vengeance on all that ate Sharers in 
he Guile of it. | * ON 
'Tis, the Happineſs of our Conſtitution, that no Ones 
reatneſs exempts bis Conduct from the Inſpection of this 
orourable - Houſe, or can Skreen him from a Puniſhment 
e deſerves, And hence it is, that as Impunity gives a ſort 
ff SanRion to. Villany, we hope to ſee every Conteder:te 
n it feel the Stroke (f that Impartial Juſtice, without 
hich no Nation can ſubſiſt, nor ours expect to ſce an End 
e ACS 
We haye been pot iv Fapectation of feeing ſome Part of 
he Publick Debts Ae. and of havirg thoſe Taxes 
eſſen d which were hardly do be ſupported before the pre - 
ert Ditre(s fe] upon us? And we Til] hope from the Wil- 
lom of this Honourable Houſe, that ſome Means may yet 
> found of eafing us in this Reſpe&, and from their. ju- 
ice, that (tor the Relief of any greedy Gainers in Stocks, 
hom an exorbitant Avarice.tempted to Traffick with their 
oney in that Channel) thoſe that? not be burden'd with 
axes, who in the Way of a laudable and haneſt Induftry. 
ve endeiyoar'd to Tubſiff their Families, and do theic 
nnen 
Your Petitioners therefore moſt humbly pray this 'Honou- 
rable Houſe, to take ſuch farther Meaſures as in their 
great Wiſdom, they ſhall judge proper, for the En- 
courage ment of Trade, for the Redreſs of all our 
' , Grieyanees, for preventing e pins for 
| the. Fut re, for Ming che | of Taxes,” and for 
doing the Natidn Juſticein evety particular, and 
on every Invader of her Rights and Properties. 
Au pcur Petitioner ſhall Fray, &c. 
„„ c 5 Jo. Athport, Bailitfs. 13 


— 
- 


| 3 YN 
To the Knights, Citizens, and Burgeſſes in Parliament 
| Aﬀem' led ; = 

The Petition of ſeveral of the Deputy-Lieutenants, Jriſirces 

of the Peace, Gentlemen, and Freeholders, on Behalf of 

N and ethers of the Caenty of Leier ſter, Humbh 

Shewer 5 
TE AS as we can never enough magnifie the Juſtice 
| | of this Honourable Houſe, in deterring the Villany of 
2 et of Men who have ruin'd the Credit of their end 
u"ger the ſpecious Name of paxi g the publick Debts, ſo 
reither can we ſufficiently ahbor the I pudence of ſome, 
who under Pret-nce of adyancirg publick Credit would 
prevent the Fayment of thoſe Debis. | 

We cannot, without Violence to our juſt Ser timents of the 
Wiſdom of this Honourable Houſe, thirk that a County 
which has fo chearfully cortribut-d to leſſen the Burthen c. 
National Tax-s, ſhould {to advance the Vizws of forte 
whoſe inſatiable Avarice incites them again to Meaſures de- 
ſtructive of their Country) be put under a Neceſſity of pay: 
i gthemoverag in; by transferring a Debt of Seven Mil. 
liocs tre m-where it legally lies, nor that the pretty Metaphor 
vt a Cloud harging over the Heads of ſome private Perſors 
will ever prevail ta blow it all &'ce the Nati n. It's therefore 
vur humble Petition that a juſt Zeal may continue to animat; 
this Honourable. Houſe, to apply publick Juſtice to publick 
Koguery, and make them and them alone Reſtore who have 
had their Share in the Plunder, 2 e 

= And your Petitioners ſhall ever Pray, & 


fi 


To the Honourable the Commons of Great-Britain in Par 
liament Aſſemble l. 


The humble Petition of the Mayor, Recorder, Alder mie 
Burgeſſes. and principal Inhabitants of the Borough of Rel 
ding in the County of Berks, „„ 


SHEWETH, Ne 
WHAT your Petitioners, moved by a juſt Senſe of t 
I melancholy, State of this Nation, and the Suffering 
of a credulous delyded _ People, cannot forbear, expreſſi | 
their Indignation and Reſentment againſt the Coptrive 
and Inſtruments of our preſent Misfortunes.; who regardle 
ot their Duty to their Country, have brought our Trade fro 
a flöuriſhipg State to a lapguid expiring Condition; — 

5 1 1 1 Trog 
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r 
from Wealth and Plenty reduced numberleſs Families to 
Want and Poverty, and er the Property of Thow- 
ſands to Meir owns unlimited and. mereileſs Avarice. 

— 10 ſee out battoal 1200 which, hath always been 
eitetnied Sacred and Tnvieh e, and ſtood the Shock of all 
2 had in ſo little 2 and the Creditors thereof 

lungereds inſtead of being juſtly. paid; to find a glorious 
and Gee leffening our Publick Debts, 

abc ve been d long and heavy Weight on the true Na- 
tional Intereſt, F and difappainte4 by the ſelfiſi 
vis of ambit tous Men, are Truths too clear not to be ſeen, 
and, of. thy m wach © Conſe Jence not to be complain'd of. Theſes 
and att out preſent. jeyances your Petitioners humbly 
conceive are juftly. to be irtribured, to the treacherous and 
deſtructive 1 * of the Sah. Sea Scheme; and that 

Nations ml Jaſice only will reſtore National Credi:, and 
— = Induſtrious to attempt the reviviog our 

Wes ed Trade. 

e Vieles we have the Satisfaction to ſer this 
1 ſe Houſe Wicht ally Aa the real Intereſt and 
e heir County with true publick Spirit and 
ak ah Integrity el theſe Velber thro” all the 
55 75 Mares of Corruption and tn quity 3 ihe 
HR reat, the Diffizultics ag and tion Pow- 
45 t we allure our {ety the ſame Dale which 
znimited this ſeaſonable a Jul Enqulty, will, whatever 
tlie Succels mar 55 make this is ee Houſe perſevere 
Tore n Thea that no Endeayouts . wil? be warting às well to 
Wir Off:nders and Betrayers of their Country to due 
bn ſhirent, ax dg 'renfgre and Jifcodrage all thoſe who 
e 4 Hing a. Veil over ſuch thontrdus 'Iniquities, to the 
Di Pu, fy his Majeſty and the Nation, and to the incie5- 
-fing the Murmnrings and Diſeontents of an injur'd People. 
Therefore your Fetitioners maſt humb! Pray that this 
. Honourable Houſe will conſider o Methods 
for relieving the Irnocent e | off National 
© Credit, incouraging Trade and lrduſtty, bringing 
Tae lr Purtihncnr all che 'Authors, Aiders, Accom- 
plices, and Acteſfiries of our Preſent Evils, and that 
thoſe why have ſue vn no Mercy, may receive none- 
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To the Honourable the Commons of GreatBricain i in 
Parliament Aﬀembſed, DIO 


The bump Petition of the Freehd1d:5/ a#d other ded 
| ok anci ent, et. of pen j * the e 
| 2 * | 


E the Bali be wy * [ohabicanes of 
the ancient Borough. of Haſlemere, in. the County 
ef Surry, beg leave ta join with the reſt of our 8 
men, in la) ing our Grievances, artſ} ing from, the Villa 
PraQices of the late Ditectots, and ather Officers "the 
Sauth- Sea Company, and their Abettors, before this Ho- 
n-urable Hou ſe, and tg Petition for ſuch Redreſs as this 
Horourable Houſe ſhall de able, and intheir great Wiſdom 
ſaal) think ft to grant us; and withal, to render our moſt 
hearty Thanks fur. what bath been already done for that 
. 

Such of us as ate Traders, cannot, but . of the 
great decay of. Trade, and all of us, in General, of the 


IJ » = Fi 
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Srareity ol Maney, without a brisker_ Circulation, of which 
che worlt of Cunſtquences, muſt incyitabl enſue. 
We there ſeech this Honourable Houſe 


mbly, beſeech 

proceed. ire 0 Zeal and Reſolution imaginable, in 
dereaing thoſe Tray tors to cur dear Courtry, ard Plunde- 
rers of the i: Brethrsn, who have. breught theſe Calami- 
ties upon us; and as their Wick:dreſs and Impuderee are 

to be parallel'd, by | any ung to be met with. in the 
Mae ot to-mer, Ages, ſo we.bop: this honourable Hou 
wy) ge. their utmoſt [2 make them Examples to Polterity, 
ad fle: none, how Great and Powerful ſoever. to cſcapz 
without condign. Puniſhment, and an indelible Mark of 
Inſam y). 
And that none, 0 apparently Gui'ty, may eſcape for 
want of politive, legal Evidence, we 2 this Hon urable 
| ; Houſe will 6 contipue their  Endeayours do bring over Mr, 
Kuigbe, ho, as we verily. ßere WIS prevaiFd upon to 
ave, the, Kingdom, £9 conceal other Men's Crimes, as well 
alments.of bis own. 


at to avid the Pur | 
In the mean time, we hape this Ho- ourable Houſe will 
alſo take the deplorable Condition of Trade into their 
C-ntiderition, and do every thing that may entitle them 
to the immortzi Honour of ſavirg a Nation at its laſt Gaſp, 
tzum Ruin and De ſula. ion. 


— Ld 


In 


vu che laſt Place, 


. (689). 
think ,our-{elyes 'oblig'd. to deſire 
this, Honourable Hout to except of our moſt, hearty Ac» 
nowledgements of that indefatigable Induſtry and that true 
old Engliſh au e and Integrity wherewith they have 
hitherto endęavour d to detect and puriſh thoſ: Morſtets of 
Pride, Covetouſpeſa, and Inhumanity, againſt whom the 
Diſtra&ians, ard, Tragical Deaths. of ſume, the I. oſſes of ſo. 
many, and the Want and Poverty ot almoſt all, do ſo loudly 
ery not only to this Honourable: Houſe, but even to Heayen 


it (lf, for the ſpcedieſt Redreſs, and the moſt exemplary 


pe * 
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To de Havaiabl dee Commora of "Great Britain in 
„ 244 , Parliament Affzmbled. .. ,. 
The hamble Petition of the Juſtices of the Peace, and Prin- 
' tipal Inhabitants of the Boraugb of Southwark, 
SHEWETH, 
HAT, your Petitioners. cannot but be ſenſible, of the 
1 Miſery brought on this Nation, by the evil Intentions 
ard worſe po nies — th lar F * be the South-Sea 
Company, «heir, - Accomplices, Aiders and. Abenem, 
which many ThouBndy have been reduc' d to Miſery — 
ant. mr ih 
And as the Care and Pains which the Common of Great 
Britain have taken, to diſcover and. bring to Juſtice the Pro- 
moters, Actotꝭ ang. Inventors of theſe pernicious. Practſces, 
cannot but be highly -plcaſing to every Engliſh Man, and 
endes their Actions to Pyſlerity ; ſa we doubt not hut you 
will purſue the, ſame, until a full Diſcovery be made of the 
guilty, and a reaſqnable Satisfaction obtain'd fir the op- 
. e Fg 
1 We are ſeoſible you haye a laborious Work on your Hands 
that requires the ableſt Heads and moſt diſintereſted Int-n- 
tiors to campleat; yet we are not without Hopes, that by 
your vigilapt Appligation von will, in a great Meaſure, find 
Ways to rcheve tf e © pete d, and we think thoſe who have 
not bein Sufferers will not ſland in any Need thereof... - 
As the Payment af the Seren Millions is no thought to 
be impracticable, we earreſtly wiſh the ſame may be remit- 
ted, and that the Proprietors of the Publick Debts, eſpeci- 
ally of the redeemable Annuities, of which the Numders 
are great and their Circumſtances deplorable, — — 
aADUNCAncG 
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abundance ef Widows, d dal oor Seryants of bern 
Sexes," may not be atided to the N ae of the Miſerable 

by which the Memory of the TT S Will 1 8 
handed down, and too ſeverely felt by Ppſterit 


We ſubmit to ere Cenkdeks tion, ether 
Reaſons Li Kid's tee „ de ſufficient, to . 75 


there have not bien A uſed 
to Hinder el Os Gel of Subje of this Nation to Jaſtice, 
- whereby ſome of his Protectors and Fellow-Managets are 

SKreen'd from the condign Punifhment they deſdrn er oats 

May you go on with the ſame * and Vigotr that you 
have hicherto ſu n, and 1 e Vie m 
hinder you from” com pleitfing ih W. I 
begun, er Penk the K 925 of their RE 
of 4 584 ree_ or, Quality ver, that Trade may be 

oe rev ie A, and this Kingdom * once | more ni 

happy . is the Prayer of 


Tour 1 om men 


ee 
| „ 'Parkathene A 


capes = ime 


SHEWETH, * 
HAT veur een _ os ſelves nen to re- 
urs to this Hohpurable louſe for their En- 
uf into the eil Prakkices and'perfidious Manz) ement of 
the Tate South Sea 5 eee Fal A ttors, and 
ot the tendet regard ive wewed io our preſent Miß 
fortunes ease Jetted, ste no lels than the De- 
cay of Trade, the loſs of Publick Credit, the ruin of innu- 
merable Families, and the Diſhonpür of the Br'tifh Nation. 
We ste not Ignc rant of the Difficulties which miſt ariſe 
Nom. che Nature of fuch zn Enquiry, and that they. are en- 
erage by che Artifice of thoſe 'whoſe Totereſt it is (by 5by 
evil Methods)to' ſecure the wes from the Penalty of a 
greater Guiſe | 
We oo therefore edn ike the Teil 4nd Refoluri- 
on of this Hoerourable Houle, in the Meaſures they have al- 
ready taken, and have the greater Confidence that they will 
Brits 2 lame e and Firmnels, til this whole E A 
* | 222 6 cry 
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merge Petition 
n Seeta of 6 
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(41) 
ſtery ef Inĩquity be laid open; till the Robhers and Spoi- 
lers of the People be fully detected, and till they find out 
tor them a Recompence equal to their Perfidy, and to the 
juit Reſentments of their injur'd Country. — 
This is the Satistaction which a miſerable People expect: 
This is what your Pet tioners hope for, as a means to en- 
courage Trade, Reſtore Publick Credit, {ſupport the Honour 
of Parliaments and of the Britiſh Nation, and to render the 
Miſeries of the People the leſs inſupportable; and this al- 


ſo will make the Wiſdom and 9885 of this preſent Parlia- 
mert as memorable as the (ai 


| Subje& of their Enquiry. - 
| Your Petitiorers therefore moſt humbly pray, that this 
Horourab'e Houſe will in their great Wiſdom take ſuch 
further Methods as they ſh ul think moſt eff: &ual for 


abtaining the Ends. aboyemention'd. 


To the Honourable the Commons of Great - Britain in 
| Parliament Aſſembled. 


The Humble Petition of the Gentlemen, Principal. Traders, 
and Inhabitants of the Ancient City and County of 


Coventry). 


7 220 rien 99 01 225 
n une, SHEWE TR. 121 WIL 
"TT* HAT. altho' few'of this populous, City fell immediate 

Victims to the late Traiterous Directors of the South 
Sea, and their Accomplices, yet us all already Feel by them 
the Growing Miſery of an Impoveriſh'd People; while 
the want of Money hath fo leſſen'd Credit, and ſurk our 
Trade, that many Artificers in our Woellen Manufacture 


can be no other ways. Employ'd, than to become as Impor-- 


- tunate, but humble Petitiopers to this Honcurable Houſe, 


fir ſuſtice agaipſt the Infamous Authors of their Ruin, as. 
their Starving Eamiljes are to them for Bree. 
Your Petitioners are not only deeply affectzd with the 
deplorable Fate in particular of many of our Fellow Sub- 
jets betray'd from an uſeful Opulency, to an uſeleſs and 
burthenſome Poverty, nay to Def air and Death it ſelf; 
But look likewiſe with the utmoſt Concern upon the Shatte-. 
red, Diſccntented, and in à manner Deſenceleſs Condition of 
the Nation in General, ſhould any Reyengeny Neighbour, 
take this Opportunity of out Weakneſs to Inſult, us, and we 
cannot beliere that - thoſe Wicked Engineers, who. hare, 
brought us into this State, defign'd to undermine us wor ow 
| dien K SY ealt 


(622) 
Wealth alone, but to blow up our happy Cbntttutf on too, 
fince the Friendly ſignal of the Mine ſpringing, or the Stock 
Falling, was given to Poreigners, (by w ofe directions 
we hope your Wiſdom will diſcoyer) for tbeir 
timely withdrawing from the "Scene of Aion, while 
the poor Confiding Britains were encouraged to keep. 'their 
Pots —4 their Stcek on, til they were Swallow's. up, in 
reac 
That juſt Abhorrence which auer owleſf Eaglihntn 
ought to have'agzinlt ſuch Deteſtable Treachery is the true 
motive of our humbly Petitioning this Honourable Houſe 
that as they have already fhewn 5 5 Keen Re ſentments a- 
gaipſt this dark Conſpiracy they would proceed with ab un- 
byas'd Perſeverance (ſinte Murthers and Rapes, and even 
Petty Villanies are *puniſh'd by juſt aq rw to trace - 
lay open. this Labyrinth of Iniquit ecret, Head, and 
bring thoſe who 1 0 bd aher and Traytors of 
our Country, (tho* never fo genie never ſo ſwelled above 
the Reach of Common Juſtice) to Puniſhment Adequate ta 
their Crimes; That they would as much as it's panabe; 
diſgorge every Monſter of Change-Alley of bis Prey, which 
might be ſome Relief te — Credit, and tis wih d 


it might be extended to * Piel . 219 — and 


long gauling Taxes, that the She. 
the difference- * Phat 

Nations, will 'know hen bps bo For [ae the 
Biitain'may be rob. ten Wh ver de of 
it's Power in this Foourabile i "to o'puritſh the Plonde- 
rers. 

Your Petitioners muſt beg kaye. 60 ackrowleage with 
Thanks and Joy how ſenſible they ate of the repeated Endea» 
vcurs this Honourable Hoiiſe hath made for che return of 
one of the Fugitive Prineipal Actots in this Scene ot Wick- 
edpeſs; and we cannot Believe that either à mal State 
| (without any apparent Advantage to it) will 4 2 Impede 
the Juſtice due to the whole Britiſh Nation, Hy retaining 


this one Offender, or that ſhould they u do it, 


an Obliged Friend and Potent Ally (the Emperor of Ger- 
* will refuſe (if ask'd)to uſe Thieats.i ? Requeſts wor'r 
tisfy'our Crops FI 4 and this Honourable Houſe, 


ee e Demands. 
1 5 We lng Igivent 13 
wat as 22 of + A S re A1 * on Good. 


So that we only bumdiy delt 


8 ie} Would Corlidor iv we 


Coun 
Corr 


Gul 


| 143 ; 
ar Repreſenters, our Guardians, and in pat 
the Redreflers of pur, Grievances ;. and that Tribunes (tho 
12 Power] in a: Government then 


of Inferiour O1 x and E. 
Miſtreſs of the Wor 5 for Triflcs to ſuch univerſal Rapi 
often brought chair Haughtieſt Richeſt and moſt Po alarly 


thick them our 


werſul enders. to Puniſhments due to their Crimes, 
which that this Honourable” Houſe may do in this our Day 
of Affliction for us is tho hearty Prayer &c. ol. N 


To the Honourable the Commons of Great-Britain.in Par- 


The humble, Petitien, of the Mayor, Deputy Recorder, Juſtices 
f the Peace, and Grand Jury of the Borourh of Calcheſter 
et their General, Quarter: Selon of the Peace Aſſembled. 


 SHEWETH, , oor | 

HAT your, Petitioners, out of a deep Senſe of the Mi- 

1 Fries of many unhappy Families, dcluded and undore 
by the unparalell'd Fraud and Corruption of the late Direct- 
ors of the South-Sea Company and their ſecret Accomplices 
and the fatal, Wound that has been given to publick Credit, 
cannot upon this melancholy Occaſion, torbear- repreſenting 
to this Honourable Houſe their Concern, as well as Indig- 

nation, againſt the Iniamous Betrayers of their Country. 

And indeed at this Time, and in theſe Circumſtances, it 
would be eriminal to be ſilent; and we ſhould not only be 
wanting to ourſelves, but to our Country, (once the Enyy 
of Europe) ſhould we tamely fit down under theſe inſup- 
portable Grievances withcut the leaft Complaint, when we 
{: nlibly pergeive qur Krade daily decay, our Manufz&tures 
altogether neglected, our Poor enereaſe; and what ought to 
be the Concern of eyery true Briton, 'our natienal- Credit 
(which has hitherto been preferv'd inviolable) ruin'd and de- 
ſpisd; and at a Time hen the Nation is in a Ferment, and 
the Crics and Clamours of an injur'd People from all Parts 
are loud for Juſtice... 1 | 
Amidſt theſe unhappy. Confuſiors, we have the Satisfaction 
to ſee; this Honourable Houſe ſtruggling with innumerable 
Difficulties, to aſſert and vindicate, the Honour ot their in- 
jur'd Country and with a becoming Zeal indelatigably en- 
cuuntring the Attifices ot the D-linquz-rts, and the odious 
Corruptions 'of their Friends; ard as true Patriots (that, 
Cult of 10 black a Dye might not paſs with Impurity ) ir- 
| 1118 


fiſting (to their immortal Honour) on the Evidence of Mr, 
Knight to ſupply what has been artfully ſtiſd. 
We doubt rot (ſince the Groans and Entreaties of the Peo- 
ple are uniyerſal) but the ſame Zeal, Impartiality, and pub- 
ick Spirit, with which this Honourable Houſe has hitherto 
ated, will ſtill (in ſpite of all Oppoſition) animate you to 


Offenders, however dignify*d or diſtinguiſh'd, to a Puniſh- 
ment (if poſſible) equal to their Guilt z and that you will (as 
in the late memorable Inftance) ſtill cenſure, diſcourage, and 
puniſh fuch as dare to countenance, ſcreen, or conceal ſuch 
ee | 
herefore your Petitioners ' moſt humbly pray, that this 
Honourable Houſe will be pleas'd to take ſuch further 
- Meaſures. as they in their great Wiſdom ſhall judge 
neceflary, that innocent Sufferers may be reliev'd nati- 
onal Credit reſtored, Trade and Induſtry be encourag'd, 
and that the vile Authors of theſe Misfortunes may be 


Punifh'd with the moſt publick 2 


1d your Petitioners ſhall pray, Ke. 


To the Honourable the Commons of Great · Britain in Par- 
| liament Aſſembled THR 


The Humble Petition of the Mayor, Recorder, Aldermen and 

principal Inhabitants of the Borough of Newark upon Trent 
in the County of Nottingham, in the behalf of themſelves, 
fellow Subjects and Sufferers. n 


SHEWETH, | 5 
HAT the Duty we owe to our Calamitous and diſ- 
ſtreſs d Courtry calls upon us to apply to you, the Pro- 
tectors of its Welfare fo- Juſtice in Diſtreſs. 

And ſure rever was the (ry more Univerſal, or the Oc- 
cafion mere Important; Great was our Rage, and juſt our 
Indignation, to ſee a whole Kingdom deluded, imporeriſh'd, 
and atfronted by the Wicked Contrivances and Machinati- 
ons of the late Infamaus Directors of the South Sea. 

To ſee our Trade which for many Years with great Diffi- 
eult y we kept alive amidſt innumerable Duties and Imports 
Expiring in the Triumphs of its mercileſs D: ſtroyers: But 
great was our ſoy (and we hope as well Grounded) when 
we fund this Honourable Houſe unſheath - the Sword t 

| Juitire 


„ COTE ey 


purſue the neceſſary Meaſtires you have taken to bring the 


Difh- 
aports 
: But 

when 
2rd TH 
Juitice 


3 


oroully engage in a Cauſe fo worthy of its 


uftics, and VI 


Power and Reſentment. 


We acknowledge with all Imaginable gratitude, the Ad- 
yances it hath hitherto made for the Reſcue of its Country, 
And here we mult beg leave to obſerve with the greateſt Sa- 
tisfaction the freſh Inſtance of its juſt Irdignation towards 
a late unworthy Member for endeavouring to obſtruct its 
Enquiry, and the deſery'd Henours paid to that true Patriot 
who with ſo noble a diſdain, rejected the Corrupt Applica- 
tion. But we cannot without betraying the Liberty of Bri- 
tiſh Subjects, ſuppreſs the Concern and Apprebenſion we 
have entertain'd at the Scheme for remitting the ſeven Milli- 
ons and a half due to the publick. 

Far be it from the Wiſdom of this Honourable Houſe to 
alleviate the Misfortunes of a few, how deplorable and unde- 
ſerved ſoever at the Expence (and as we fear) with the un- 
ſupportable Damage of a whole People; rather let the Eſtates 
of the Delinquents be applyed to their relief which we hum- 
bly conceive would be as juſt as expedient and only turn- 
ing a diverted Current into its proper Channel, 

This we humbly beg may be taken into your wiſe Conſi- 
derations and that you will perſevere in the Glorious Courſe 
you have begun in detecting condemring, and puniſhing all 
Offenders of what title and quality ſoever, in red reflin., our 
Injuries, reviving our Trade, and leflering our Taxes, till 
you have throughly vindicated your own Honour and the 
Happineſs of our preſent Conſtitution. 

And your Petitioners ſhall ever pray, &c. 


To the Honourable the Commons of Great-Britain in 
Parliament Aſſembled. 


The Humble Petition of the Janior Bailiff, the Alder men 
Common Burgeſſes, Clergy, Gentlemen, and Freeholders, 
of, or near unts, the Borough of Eaſt-Retford in the County 
of Nottingham. 


OUR Petitioners being deeply affected with Concern 

for the Calamiteus Condition to which they ſee this 
Nation Expes'd, by the pernicious and wicked Execution 
of the South-Sea Scheme, which has not only decay'd our 
Trade, * drain'd away our Money, but 
| left 


©.» 
left us the Contempt of Foreigners, by the refuſal of Sur, 
rendring to Juſtice, a Malefa&ar Conſiderable only by his 
Crimes whoſe wickedneſs can be exceeded by tbeirs only, 
who abetted his Practices, and dread his Delivery. 
It is with great Satisfaction we behold your firm Zeal 
and unwearied Application, in the purſuit of theſe Villaries, 
and. we 3 this good Effect frem it, that neither 
the Cunning ſhall be able to Elude your Juſtice, or the 
Potent protect theniſelres from it. 85 
And we moſt humbly beg your Perſeverence in theſe 
Meaſutes, till the Offenders are brought to Condign Puniſh- 
mert, that the Juſtice and Honour of the Nation may be 
made as viſible to all the World, as pyr Misfortunes are, 
add that by ycur Prudence and Conduct, particular Proper- 
ty ard Intereſt, may be ſo aſcertain'd and ſettled, and Pick 
Reſtitution made to the unhappy Sufferers, as (we doubt 
pot) will be conſiſtent with, Juſtice to the whole, that fa 
this Nation may be reſtor'd. to a Flouriſhing Condition, 
and become once again the general reſort of Credit for all 
Europe; All which is moſt humbly ſubmitted to your 
Wiſdems, | : 


To the Honourable the Commons of Great-Britain in 
BP Parliament aſſembled. "UM 
Th: humble Petition of the Mayor, Baylifis and Burgeſſes 
of - Brough of Newcaſtle Under-Lyne in the County of 
Ita or d. ; | NT 


 SHEWETH, 

"T*HAT your Petitioners. being under a deep Senſe of 

the preſent Miſery, Ruin, and Confuſion which the 
villaincus and. deteſtable Practices of the Directors of the 
Sguch Sca, their powerful Aiders and Abettors, have 
brought upon this once happy and flouriſhing Nation. 
Beg Leave to r2turn our moſt-grateful Acknowledgments 
to this Honourable Houſe, for the great Zeal and indefati- 
gable Induſtry which they bave thewn for the Good of 
their Country, by their ſttenuous Endeayours to detect ſuch 
unſatiable Avarice, ſuch unparahel'd Treachery, ſuch my ſte- 
rious Iniquity ! UI | ; 

When we were expecting to receive Seven Millions and 
an Half towards eaſing out burthenſome Load of publick 

EO | bw Debt, 


have 
tion. 


nents 
efati- 
od of 

ſuch 
1) ſte- 


s and 
blick 
Debt, 


. e 
Debt, and to ſee our decaying Trade happily extended, by 


4 glorious Peace, the natural Conſequences of the great 


Succeſs of his Majeſty's Arms abroad.; We were aſtomſh'd 
to hear, that the Company which had contracted with us 
was become almoſt Bankrupt and unable to pay, that our 
Debts were Increaſing, our Trade Languiſhing, our Gold' 
and Silver daily Exporting, our Credit Expiring, and that 
ſome Securities to our Trade gain'd by a Former expenſive” 
War, were in Danger of being loſt. 

Under theſe deplorable Circumſtances, we have the Satiſ- 
faction and Comfort, to ſee this Honoarable Hcuſe, with a” 
true Pablick Spirit, ſtrugling td extricate us from theſe Dif- 
ficulties, ard therefore we entirely depend upon their Care, 
Wiſdom, and Integtity, to Redreſs all our Grieyances, ard 
Retrieve all our Misfortunes, by ſuch Meaſures as ſhall ap- 

ar to them the moſt Proper and Conduciye to our Welfare, 
and we humbly Pray that this Honourable Houſe will ſteadi- 
ly perſeyere to make all the Authors of our Calamities, 
how great ſoever, (Notwithftanding the Power and Artifice 
of thoſe who endeavour to-Screen them) an exemplary Sacri- | 
fice to the loud Cries, and juſt Expectation of a deluded in- 
jur'd People. 7 

And your Petitioners ſhall ever Pray, &c, 

Given under the Common Seal of our ſaid Borough, the 
Third Day of June, in the Seventh Year of the Reign of 
eur Sovereign Lord George, over Great-Britaio, &c. Anno 
Dom. 1721. 


Jo the Honourable the Commors of Great-Britain in 
Parliament aſſembled. 


The Petition of the Gentlemen of the Grand Inqueſt, Ju. 
ſlices of the Peace, and Freeholders of the County of Bucks, 


aſſembled at their General Quarter-Seſſions at Ailsbury. 


Humbly Sheweth, 
THAT your Petitioners having ſeen their Country 
1 (which about one Year ſince was in as flouriſhing a 

Condition as- poſſible, eſpecially in reſpect of Trade, Manu- 
factures, and the publick- Credit) reduc'd, as to all thoſe- 
Particulars, in a little more than half that time, to the loweſt 
Degree of Miſery and Diſtreſs, were ready to fink under the 
wmoſt Deſpair of any Redreſs, till they heard that the Re- 
4 N D 2 preſentatiyes 


(28) 
preſentatives of the Commons of Great-Britain had under» 
eaken to enquire into the Cauſes of ſo genera} and great a 
Calamity ; and rot qnly to puniſh the guilty Authors and 
Inſtruments, their Abetters and Patrons, but alſo to make 
om? Reparation to the more immediate Sufferers, out 
of the immenſe Eſtates which had been gain'd by a De- 
| gree of Avarice,, Fraud and Corruption, never before 
heard of. | 

This has reviv*d our Hopes of ſeeing, in Proceſs of Time, 
the Nation again Happy and Flouriſhing if by the Bleſſing 
of God on your paſt and future Endeayours, it ſhall, as 
there is Reafon to believe it will, be deliver'd from the In- 
Influence and Power of all thoſe who have either brought 
about or countenanc'd ſo univerſal a Deſtruction, when 
— 4 their Duty, and in their Power, to have prevent - 
edit. - . | 

And therefore at the ſame Time we return this Honouras 
ble Houſe our moſt cordial Thanks and never failing Grati- 
tude, for the Indefatigable Induſtry, Prudent Zeal, Reſo- 


lation and Love of your Country, which yew have ſhewn. 


on this Occaſion : We humbly beg Leave to implore that 
ydu would be pleas'd to continue your Enquiries, till for your 
own and the Kingdom's Satisfaction, you have ſeen if it was 


poſſible that ſo great and powerful a Nation as this, cou'dbe 


ſo near otherthrown, by the ſole Practices of a few Mit- 


creants of mean 'Families and broken Fortunes, without. 


the Fault or groſs Neglect of Perſons of much greater Conſe- 
quence in the Government, 2; 

We likewiſe beg Leave to lay before you, with the moſr 
perfect Submiſſion, our humble O pinion, That this unhappy 
Kingdom, which muſt long continue under ſo heavy a Load 


of Taxes (tho? the Money agreed to be paid by the South- 


Sea Company ſhould be anſwer'd to the Parliament) will be 
under a yet greater Diſappointment, if you ſhall let go the 
only Confideration or Inducement, for which this Scheme, 
that has prov'd ſo deſtructive, was enter'd into; and that 


nothing can effectually reſtore and ſupport the Publick 


Credit, unleſs by your Endeavours. the Expences of the Gs- 
vernment are brought not to exceed in each Year the Mone ys 


given by Parliament. far the Service of ſuch Lear. 


Lally; 


$9 


8 


Laſtly, we muſt earneſtly pray, That this Houſe will be 
pleas d to continue its Application to the perfe&ing tbe 
great and good Work ſo happily began, notwithſtanding. 
any Diſcouragements from the Artifices or Power of the 
Guilty, or of ſuch as ſhall unaccountably affect and endea- 
your -to- ſupport them. | 
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